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Why Do I Return to Romania?

By Hermina G.B. Anghelescu

I was born, raised, and educated in Romania. I grew up surrounded by books:
my first memories of my father have him inventorying his book collection. With
a degree in foreign languages and literatures, in 1979 I landed a librarian
position at the Central State Library (CSL, now the National Library of Romania)
in Bucharest. I soon found that I wanted to learn more about what libraries did
in other parts of the world. The foreign journals on library science at CSL had
opened my eyes to new insights on library practices in other countries.

In 1991, fifteen members of the American Library Association came to Romania
to lend a helping hand to Romanian librarians. The conference hosted by the
Brașov County Library was like a bath, like an infusion of librarianship for all of

the participants. We all wanted to find out more, perform better and catch up with the developed world. I
discovered how serious library science education was in the United States and I knew I wanted to further my
studies. I applied and was accepted at the Graduate School of Library and Information Science at the University
of Texas, Austin, where I did both a master’s and a doctorate. Before graduation, I was offered a teaching
position at the School of Library and Information Science at Wayne State University in Detroit, where I have
been for thirteen years.

Since 1992, I have returned to Romania at least once a year for two to three months at a time to do research
for my dissertation, give workshops and work with libraries, librarians and library associations to share what I
was learning in the “country of libraries.” Through my research and scholarly writing, all focusing on Romania’s
libraries in different historical periods, I have put Romania on the map of international and comparative
librarianship. I have contributed studies, dictionary and encyclopedia entries in many reputable publications. I
continue to be asked to write and to give presentations at conferences on Romanian library-related topics. I take
such invitations both as a duty and as an honor. I am proud to play the role of ambassador of Romanian
librarianship to the world.

A few years ago I was approached by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) to assist them with a
potential project in Romania. For me, this was a once in a lifetime opportunity, to be able to help my home
country modernize an institution that had been so neglected by all of the regimes in power. I began dreaming of
how the BMGF money would bring computers with Internet access to the remotest village in Romania, I began
dreaming of how I would be able to run into Romanian librarians at all of the international conferences where
many times I was the only one representing Romania. And, indeed, my dream came true! After a $1.4 million
pilot project we started a five-year $27 million project that is currently mid-way. The project provides not only
computers but also, most importantly, librarian training and the expertise in modern practices at high standards
that empower users seeking high-quality information.

My current dream is to have Romanian librarians develop databases with Romanian content in full-text so that
those interested in anything pertaining to Romania can easily find what they need. Currently, a researcher
interested in Romanian matters only has access to information in databases produced elsewhere. It’s high time
to have them produced in Romania. We have the local expertise; all we need is to put to work the three Cs
Romania is lacking: coordination, cooperation, communication. With a few dedicated professionals I am sure we
can launch a successful project. And such a project would provide me the pretext to return to Romania again and
again. When I am in Romania, I call the United States home. When I am in the United States, I call Romania
home. Some talk about the difference between homeland and hostland. I see no difference. I see myself as a
woman of both countries. I feel at home both in Bucharest and in Detroit.
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